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Welcoming NH, Mission

Welcoming NH works to
make

NH more welcoming,

with special attention on
Immigrants.
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What is Welcoming NH?

* Welcoming NH is the backbone campaign of the NH
Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees, (NHAIR)

* NH AIR is the NH division of the Massachusetts Immigrants
and Refugees Advocacy Coalition. (MIRA Coalition).

* We are a staff of 2, The Director Eva Castillo and the
Welcoming NH Table Manager, David Holt.
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What is Welcoming NH?

e Welcoming NH does not provide any direct services or do case work.

e The core of Welcoming NH is the bi-monthly Welcoming NH Table.
Where organizations and individuals; which work with immigrants,
provide services or resources for immigrants, ally with, advocate for or
are immigrants as well as concerned members of the welcoming
community come together to network and keep abreast of what is
going on in NH around immigrants and the process of welcoming them
and making them fully participating members of our community

» The Welcoming NH Table manager also connects with table members
and attends other organization meetings and coalitions to further the
mission of making NH more welcoming for Immigrants. k‘
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Welcoming NH Table

* Three parts to the Table meeting:

* Relationship Building - Breakouts where attendees can
build relationships with others working for the same goal
of welcoming immigrants to NH.

* Informational- WNH works to bring experts to speak on
issues or areas that are timely and important to those
who are working to make NH more welcoming.

* Updates- from table members, events, programs and
sometimes situations o ‘
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The current “Migrant Crisis” is based on
false information.
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The current “Migrant Crisis” is based on
false information.

Immigrants are less likely to commit crimes than are
U.S. - born citizens.

Immigrants are 60% less likely to be incarcerated than
U.S.-born people.

NPR, MARCH 8, 2024 s ‘
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Why don’t these people use the legal path?
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There is no “path” for some people

» Lost Eligibility Due to Age-Out or Changes in Circumstances

 Children who “age out” of family-based petitions by turning 21 or who lose qualifying
relationships may lose their path to a green card.

* Living Outside the U.S. With No Petition or Eligibility
 People abroad who have no U.S. family members, job offers, or humanitarian grounds
often have no path to enter or immigrate legally.
* Entered the U.S. on a Nonimmigrant Visa With No Dual Intent
e Some visas (e.g., tourist or student visas) do not permit a path to permanent residency,
especially if there is no family or employment sponsorship.
* Applicants in Employment Categories Without Current Priority Dates
 Some employment-based applicants face multi-decade backlogs, particularly from high-
demand countries like India or China, and may die or become ineligible while waiting.
e Have TPS (Temporary Protected Status) Without Other Avenues

e TPSis atemporary measure and does not lead to a green card unless the person qualifies
independently through family, employment, or other grounds.

e And More... ﬁ‘
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Immigrants Don’t get handouts

In 1996 Congress barred most immigrants who entered
the U.S. on or after that date from “federal means-

tested public benefits” during what is called the “Five-
Year Bar” after they secure qualified immigrant status.

5 YEARS

Federal means-tested public benefits include Medicaid
(except for emergency services), CHIP, TANF, SNAP, and

SSI. ﬁ ‘



The longest green card wait times for workers

Employment-based green cards with the longest excess wait times, by country

Maximum excess
wait time
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What is the makeup of Immigrants in NH.

Foreign-Born residents accounted for 6.8% of New Hampshire's
population, totaling approximately 95,000 individuals.

- New Hampshire Employment Security; Immigration and New Hampshire — 2024
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Understanding the Current

Immigration Landscape in New
Hampshire

41% of immigrants in New Hampshire
possess a college degree or higher.

87% report speaking English well.

*American Immigration Council
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Undocumented immigrants are essential

contributors to the economy.

* |n 2023, undocumented immigrant households paid $89.8 billion in
federal, state, and local taxes and held $299 billion in spending
power.

In total, immigrant (both legal and undocumented) households paid
nearly $16.80 in every $100 tax dollars collected by federal, state,
and local governments, funding a wide range of social services that
benefit all Americans.

Press Release:

Amel’icaﬂ February 25,

Immigration’ 2025 N
Council kk‘
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State and Local Tax Contributions by

Undocumented Immigrants in NH

* Undocumented immigrants paid approximately $23.1 million in
state and local taxes in 2023. This amount increased to about $26.0

million in 2024.

e |nstitute on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP), Tax Payments by
Undocumented Immigrants, July 30, 2024

* Without Immigration and Migration the population of NH would
have declined.
e - NHFPI
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Immigrants in New Hampshire are
self-employed

Immigrant-owned businesses
generated $81.3M in business
iIncome in 2014.

o

o Share of entreprensurs in
8 /g - Mew Hampshire who are
immigrants

20,882 people in New Hampshire
are employed at firms owned by
Immigrants.

* This is a conservative estimate that excludes large, publicly
owned firms.

\Welcominghiiiorg!



Industry Number of Immigrant Workers

Manufacturing 10876
Health Care and Social Assistance 7968
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 6,303
Retail Trade 5,409
Accommodation and Food Services 5115
Source: Analysts of the US. Census Bureau’s 2018 American Community Survey 1-year PUMS data by the American Immigration Council. l&QQ ,'::I
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Anti Immigrant Rhetoric is unprecedented
even among legislative “Allies”

“Most of the discussion about our borders has to do
with the Southern border. But in fact, what we're seeing
IS increased encounters across our Northern border as
well. [...] We need accurate information, so we know
how to address law enforcement issues,
communication issues at our Northern border just as
we do at the Southern border” - Senator Jean Shaheen.

Koe ‘



“e| !nited States, the legal

framework allowing asylum |'[ iS a
seekers to remain while their

claims are pending is Human
established by the Refugee .

Act of 1980 and Section R| g ht tO

208(a) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA). Seek ASyI um
Internationally, this
framework is supported by
the 1951 Refugee
Convention and the 1967

Protocol which setcutthe AN protected under US laws.
rights of asylum seekers and

the obligations of signatory

countries. Ki ‘
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Current and ongoing Immigration Legislation

In NH.

e HB 511 Relative to cooperation with federal immigration authorities. An ANTI- Sanctuary City
Bill Last hearing: 04/29/2025, Awaiting Exec Session

 HB 71 Prohibiting the use of the facilities of a public elementary school, a public secondary
school, or an institution of higher education to provide shelter for aliens who have not been
admitted into the United States and relative to department of health and human services
contracts. Senate Vote 5/15/2025

* SB 62 Law enforcement participation in a federal immigration program and relative to
cooperation with federal immigration authorities. w/ Sweeney amendment. Not on Calendar
yet for House Vote.

* SB 13 Invalidating out-of-state driver's licenses issued to undocumented immigrants. Awaiting
Executive Session

* HB 343 Title: relative to reporting regarding the northern border alliance program. Hearing:.l

05/13/2025, Room 100, SH 8 ‘
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Killed Bills: Inexpedient to Legislate/

retained/Re-referred to Committee

HB 461 - Dept. of safety and dept of motor vehicle training and testing materials.
HB 452 - The issuance of drivers' licenses for aliens temporarily residing in NH.

SB 71 - Cooperation with federal immigration authorities.

HB 640 - Transparency of federal agency operations within New Hampshire.

HB 365 - Proof of United States citizenship for indigent voters.

SB 177 - Requiring NH employers with over 25 employees use the E-Verify system.
HB 102 - Oversight of federal law enforcement actions by County Sherriffs

HB 458 - Limiting local assistance to U.S. citizens or permanent legal residents.

HB 635 - Taxing non-profit entities who settle illegal immigrants as for-profit

entities. R ‘
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Federal Bills, 186 Bills relating to Immigrants

S. 5: Laken Riley Act, detain people if they are arrested for shoplifting or or other more serious

crimes, likely followed by deportation. The individual would not need to be either charged or

found guilty. The bill would also allow states to sue the federal government if it fails to do so.
Sponsor: Sen. Katie Britt [R-AL, 2023-2028]

Jan. 6, 2025 Enacted —
Signed by the President, Jan. 29, 2025

H.R. 275: Special Interest Alien Reporting Act of 2024, Require the Department of Homeland
Security to report monthly on the number of aliens (non-U.S. nationals) it encounters who pose a
national security risk

Sponsor: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene [R-GA14, 2021-2026]
Jan. 9, 2025, April 9, 202, Cosponsors 6 (6R), Prognosis 20%

H.R. 1569: CATCH Fentanyl Act, to assess the use of technology to speed up and enhance the
cargo inspection process

Sponsor: Rep. Clay Higgins [R-LA3, 2017-2026]
Feb. 25, 2025, April 9, 2025, Cosponsors, 18 (9R,9D), Prognosis 35%

H.Res. 303: Recognizing that members and affiliates of Tren de Aragua are alien enemies
perpetrating an invasion of the United States and affirming that the President is exercising his
constitutional authority to repel that invasion.

Sponsor: Rep. Andy Biggs [R-AZ5, 2017-2026]

April 8, 2025, Cosponsors 12 (12R), Prognosis 3%
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ICE Efforts

Ice has been given a mandate to detain or arrest 1,800
individuals a day.

* |ICE is being supported by CBP, FBI, DEA & ATF

Local Law Enforcement is being “Deputized” to support ICE through 287g

agreements.

Current Law Enforcement Sighed on:
Belknap County Sheriff's Office Ossipee Police Department
Candia Police Department Pittsburgh Police Department
Colebrook Police Department Rockingham County Sheriff's Office
Gorham Police Department Troy Police Department R*‘ ‘
Grafton County Sheriff's Office S

New Hampshire State Police
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Federal vs. Local Responsibilities

* The Federal government is responsible for enforcing immigration
law, which the violation of is a CIVIL offense, not a Criminal offense.

* Local State, County and Municipal Law Enforcement is responsible
for protecting the safety of it’s citizens.

* The State of NH recognized the importance of this separation of
responsibilities and created the Fair and Impartial Policing act, which
it will not be able to support with 287g agreements.

* This separation of responsibilities works because individuals must
feel that it is safe to contact Law Enforcement if they witness or are
the victim of a crime. 287g agreements will ruin this and
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Anti 287g Actions

* There are groups throughout the state organizing to either
stop their law enforcement agencies from signing on to

supporting ICE or having them withdraw from their 287g
agreements.

* Let me know if you are interested in getting involved or contact the
ACLU NH.
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Reaction to the Current Anti Immigrant and
Mass Deportation Environment.

* Know Your Rights - The more events the better.
* Individual/Immigrant Rights, ACLU

e https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights

* Family Preparedness for Immigrant Families,
* https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights#tab-panel-3

* Know Your Rights - Employers, Schools, Hospitals and Churches
* Both for Owners/Managers and staff

* Rapid Response, Witness Training
* Bystander Training
* Civil Discourse Training



https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights
https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights
https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights
https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights#tab-panel-3
https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights#tab-panel-3
https://www.aclu-nh.org/en/know-your-rights-immigrants-rights#tab-panel-3

P—

Community Engagement and
Inclusivity

* |Importance of involving the community in immigration
discussions.

® Strategies for fostering inclusivity and diversity

¢ Building bridges between immigrant communities and
existing residents
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m _ owering participants to be advocates for

humane immigration policies
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” Centro Latino

de New Hampshire

; ‘ Sembrando nuestras raices
para un mejor futuro
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successful grassroots initiatives in other regions
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Providing opportunities for
participants to connect

* Immigrant Solidarity Network
* Immigrant Rights Network

* Welcoming NH Table
* Centro Latino
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Resources to Follow for
Actionable Iltems

e State House Watch Newsletter (AFSCNH)

Social Media

Kent Street Coalition

Welcoming NH

NH Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees (NHAIR)

Rights and Democracy

Granlte State Organizing Project

American Friends Service Committee NH s ‘

ACLU NH
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Q&A Session



Key points from the workshop

- Continue dialogue and community involvement
- Understanding that there is an always changing
landscape on immigration in NH and the US.

-Hold your Representatives accountable for their actions
and votes in Concord as in Washington.

-Vote like your life depends on it because it does.
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Thank you for your
engagement and
commitment to a humane
Immigration policy

@
a4
N
L \
)



B

David Holt

Welcoming NH Table Manager
dholt@miracoalition.org
Cell: 603-781-8649
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