AFT-NH Legislative Bulletin (January 31, 2026) Action Needed

Attack on Public Employees — Red Alert Action Needed

HB 1704, the attack on public employees’ collective bargaining rights was heard by the House Labor
Committee last week and there was overwhelming opposition to this bill. Even the NH Municipal
Association testified in opposition to this legislation. 807 signed in as opposed to this bill and only 21
supported this. The Committee will be voting on Tuesday, February 3rd. We need everyone to contact
the committee by clicking the following link, NO TO HB 1704. While we hope the committee will see
the chaos this bill would cause and they will vote no, should this bill pass the committee, this fight will
be a fight of epic proportion to maintain your protections as a member of your union and preserve the
protections of your contract and working conditions. AFT-NH opposes this bill. Please take the one-
click action in this paragraph.

Open Enrollment

You may have seen the news this week that Open Enrollment has passed the Senate. Open enrollment
allows the parent of any child that lives in a public school district to send that child to any other public
school in the state and makes the resident district pay for it.

Open enrollment has in fact passed twice. Once on SB 101, which will now go to a House Education
Committee for committee work, and once on HB 751, which means the next stop for this bill is the full
House. If the House passes it, it will go straight to the Governor. We know that Open Enrollment will
send school districts scrambling, raise property taxes, and lower outcomes for students in districts that
are already struggling. The House should kill this bill and if they don’t the Governor should veto. We
will keep you informed and send out necessary alerts. AFT-NH Opposes These Bills

Attacks on Teachers

HB 1792 casts aspersions on our teachers, blatantly lies about classroom teaching, and then offers stiff
penalties on educators for violating any of the sections that are vague and undefined. This bill is

scheduled to be heard before the House Education Policy and Administration on February 24 4t 2:00
pm. AFT-NH opposes this bill

Book Bans

SB 434 is another book ban bill. This bill is scheduled before the Senate Education Committee ON
February 3" at 9:00 am. AFT-NH opposes this bill.
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action for
violations.

Title: requiring that
all municipalities Senate Election

Feb SH, Innis
3, i‘;f Room g(‘:;toirle dﬁigig%: % Neutral kjfn—ﬂl Hearing 09:15 AM Keith Murphy
2026 122-123 200 SCUIICpaL Ruth Ward
on the closure of Affairs
schools.
SL, Title: relative to
Feb 9:15 Room regulation of S Senate Lang
3, AM  Map public school 4—_4 Oppose Education Hearing 09:15 AM Ruth Ward
2026 . = Carson
Room materials.
Title: relative to
SL mandatory
Feb . ’ . Lang
3, 9:30 Room dlSClOSUI:e b.y SB Oppose _Senate. Hearing 09:30 AM Avard
AM Map school district 430 Education .
2026 E— Birdsell
Room employees to
parents.
Title: requiring
higher educational
institutions to
Feb  10.00 CP f)efpf%rrtetihi rer(:npttsm HB ;IZESeVISED: Sweeney
3, "~ Room c1gn § > oo, Oppose . Hearing 10:00 AM Alexander
AM donations, and 177 Education
2026 232 . Berry
contracts to the Funding
department of
education and the
general court.
Title: relative to
employer House Labor .
lgeb 10:00 IG{CI))’om discretion in HB Oppose Industrial and  Executive Session Ié?ﬁr];eo d
" on AM offering minimum 1043 PP Rehabilitative  10:00 AM oY
2026 159 . X Creighton
payment options to Services
employees.
Title: requiring
Feb GP, dlsclosqre of House Labor ——CONTINUED=
10:00 complaints to HB Industrial and .
3, AM Room ublic emplovees 1150 Support Rehabilitative Executive Stephen Pearson
2026 159 PubliC employees — LLoL SEdAIVE.  gession 10:00 AM
within 5 business Services

days.
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the department of
revenue
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proving they are in
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local budget and
tax caps.

Title: making an
appropriation for
each full-time
student eligible for S
the in-state tuition 4
rate enrolled in the
university system
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Title: relative to
establishing certain
due process rights
for students,
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organizations, and
faculty members
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educational level.

Title: clarifying the
definition of home
education.

Title: permitting
all students the
choice to attend
the school district
in which they
reside.

Title: modifying
the statewide
education property
tax.

Title: relative to
religious
exemption from
immunization
requirements.

Title: Relating to
the supreme court.
Providing that the
supreme court may
not make rules that
have the force and
effect of law.

Title: relative to
environmental,
social, and
governance-related
investment
strategies by the
state retirement
system.

Title: relative to
liability of
governmental
units.
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