A Teen’s Perspective on the State of the Union

By: B. Woods

On an eventful day in November, when I was just starting my high school career, the
country, and the world got the news that Donald Trump would be president. There were many
mixed reactions; some people were ecstatic and some were devastated. It was a confusing time
for many people, including me.

But the confusion has not faded now, in fact I think I am left with more questions about
the administration and its goals. I am now left wondering if the country that I was born in is the
same one that I am living in now.

I was born under the Obama administration, a presidency known for action to stop wars
and economic crises. At that time, I was not paying attention to politics, but video games. I only
started paying attention during the Covid-19 pandemic, when Trump's first term was coming to a
close.

I was surprised at how he was handling the crisis, issuing operation warp speed to hasten
the process of making a vaccine. It was only until the election of 2020 when I learned about his
other policy choices. I was confused about his actions on the border and why he was so worried
about migrants. I also felt like his climate change policies were non-existent, and that he wasn’t
taking the issue seriously, focusing more on non-renewable energy.

In 2024, I was a bit older, and had paid more attention to the news. It was a rematch, one
that I was not looking forward to. It seemed like two old men, each with issues of their own, just
trying to expose the inconsistencies of each other. Once it was announced that Kamala Harris
would be the Democratic candidate, my view of the election changed along with more details
about Trump's policy.

Around that time was when I first heard of project 2025 and the plans that Trump had if
he were to be inaugurated. They confused me even more, and made me ask why he wants to do
the things that he does. Some of the plans were to outright make life miserable for all minorities.

Trump did get inaugurated and he has already implemented some of those plans listed in
project 2025. During the first quarter of 2025, the economies GDP has declined by .3%, and a

tariff war encompassing many countries came about, just to start. As optimistic as I can be, it is



hard for me to think of a stable future in terms of the economy and standard of living even a
couple weeks from now. I may be new in the game of politics and life, but I’'m sure that this is
not how everything used to be, and I think we have to ask “are we okay with being this

uncertain?”.
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