AFT-NH Legislative Bulletin (January 16, 2026)

Spending Cap Resurfaces in Another Form

HB 1300 was originally slated to be a mid-decade congressional redistricting bill, However, the NH House
GOP not accepting the solid defeat of HB 675 last week, is making another attempt to impose state-
mandated local spending caps stripping communities of local control and ignoring the will of the voters in
towns and school districts across NH. A non-germane amendment has been introduced to replace the bill

entirely to accomplish this. Amendment to HB 1300 The NH Supreme Court issued an advisory opinion in

1999 stating that such a scheme would be contrary to Part I, Article 28 of the NH Constitution. You can read
Opinion of the Justices, Tax Plan Referendum, March 11, 1999 here. AFT-NH Opposes the bill and

amendment.

Vouchers and Open Enroliment

SB 581 Removes the cap on the school voucher program. AFT-NH opposes this bill.

SB

open enrollment is please check out this fact sheet from Reaching Higher. AFT-NH opposes this bill.

=

01 Creates an open enroliment system in New Hampshire. If you heed more information on what

Firearms and Schools

SB 463 Prohibits carrying a firearm in a safe school zone. AFT-NH supports this bill.

HB 1122 Requires all high school students to learn about hunting, wildlife management, and responsible

firearms usage. AFT-NH opposes this bill.

HB 1830 Requiring firearm safety education in all public schools. AFT-NH opposes this bill.

Attack on Public Employees

HB 1704, a bill which is coming for your collective bargaining rights and effectively bust most public sector
unions will be scheduled very soon and we will send out a separate red alert. This will be a fight of epic
proportion to maintain your protections as a member of your union and preserve the protections of your

contract and working conditions. Together, we will stop them.

Committee hearings start next week. Please see the AFT-NH list of bills we are following and that are

scheduled for hearings next week.

Staying Informed and Taking Action
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1. Please share our legislative bulletins with others.

2. Please visit our website at https://nh.aft.org/ and sign up for the bulletins if you have not done so.

3. Do the one-click actions when an alert is sent out.

4.  You can register your position on a bill directly to the House or Senate Committee hearing the bill. For

instructions and the links, please see below.

5. For breaking news and other legislative information, please be sure to like us on Facebook at AFT

New Hampshire or follow us on Bluesky at aftnh.bsky.social.

Remember, when we fight, we win. It will be a long legislative session but we will not let the anti-public

education and anti-worker forces prevail.

Thank you.

Testify on a House Bill

Testify on a Senate Bill

AFT-NH Legislative Hearings

Week of January 19, 2026
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Title: extending
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recess time as
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program.

Title: requiring
every school,
school district,
and school
administrative
unit to produce
independent
audits and
financial reports
to be posted
publicly and
sent to the
department of
education and
the department
of revenue
administration.

Title: adding
students with

==REVISED==
House Education

Policy and
Administration

parents on active ==REVISED==

military duty to
the education
freedom

accounts priority

guidelines.

Title: relative to
the education

House Education

Policy and
Administration

==REVISED==
House Education

freedom account Policy and

enrollment cap.

Title:
recognizing the
Manchester
school district's
community
partners.

Title: requiring
schools to
engage an
owner's project
manager for
construction of

Administration

==REVISED==
House Education

Policy and
Administration

Senate Education
Finance
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referendum form
154 Bernardy of town Government
meetings.
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